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This dramatic coastal walk passes the impressive ruins of Slains Castle, the
inspiration for Dracula, and reaching the Bullers of Buchan, a massive blow
hole with several natural arches. A bus can be caught from the main road to
return to Cruden Bay; alternatively those looking for a much longer walk
could continue on the coast path to Boddam, or walk back the same way.
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GETTING THERE:
Cruden Bay is served by most buses between Aberdeen and Peterhead; the
buses also pass the Bullars of Buchan. Parking and toilets at Cruden bay

DETAILED DESCRIPTION:
Cruden Bay is an attractive village known for its golf course and
proximity to Slains Castle. Bram Stoker stayed here for a number of
summers and the Castle is said to have inspired his most famous
creation, Count Dracula. Turn off the A975 opposite the hotel onto Main
Street, pass the post office and there is a parking area in on the left by
the church before the public toilets are reached. Start the walk along the
path in the trees at the end of the car park near the recycling bins. This
path is often muddy. It soon forks, keep left to cross the river and then
keep right to follow the river downstream.
The path follows a pleasant gully through the red sandstone and then
climbs gently up to the left, passing the remains of a brick dovecot. The
path follows the coastline here and soon the massive ruins of Slains
Castle come into view. The jagged rocks just offshore combine with the
inshore wind to produce hazardous conditions for boats here. The castle
is now derelict and fenced off. To continue along the coast path walk
inland along the fence and follow the track for a short distance. Look out
for some stone steps sticking out of the wall on the right hand side.
There is a marker post on the other side, but the path is very faint to
spot. Climb over the wall and follow the path which runs along the inland
side of a very deep sea inlet, or geo, which provides further protection
for the castle. Keep following the coastal path, ignoring the straight path
heading left which leads to a car park on the A975. There are great views
looking back along the coast to the castle, whilst ahead the island of
detached rock known as Dunbuy comes into view, breached by a
remarkable arch well above the level of the sea. Follow the faint grassy
path around the back of the inlet behind Dunbuy. The path keeps close
beside the fence, soon bending left at Arthur Fowlie, with an excellent
view along the coast towards Boddam.The next section of coastline has
some wonderful rocky scenery, with another arch breaching a great
natural wall extending out into the sea - this is known as the Camel's
Hump. From April to early August puffins nest in burrows high on its
flanks. The path on this section is rough and close to the edge, so great
care is needed until the cottages at the Bullers of Buchan are reached a
short distance further on.The main road is easily accessed by a track
heading inland here; it may be possible to catch a bus or alternatively
you could double the distance by returning the same way, or continue
along the coast all the way to Boddam.

The above suggested walking route is offered with the proviso it does not negate
the walk leaders responsibility to complete a recce prior to the group walk.

